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Chriſtians Comfort: 


6 

The Goodneſs and Mercy 

of God unto his Children in 
their Greateft Miſery. 


- — — — - 
—_—_— — — 


It is good for me that I was afflicted. 


1 


Tis for the Benefit and Advantage, fer 
the Spiritual and Everlaſting good of 
Gods Children that they are afflicted: 
for the proof Lcreof to make th: ſame 
more clear, I ſhall give you à demon- 
ſtratien of ſeveral particular advanta- 


ges, which the people of God gain by 
their Afflictions. 


He point of Dodrine which I 
ſhaR obſerve from theſs Wiozds, 


is this. 


Jn the frft place; thep are a notable 
means to rouze them out of careiefſe ſe- 
A 2 curity 


The Chriſtians Comfort: 
euxity, and bzing them to Kepentance | 


Job 33. 16, 17. God openeth the Cars of 
Pen even by their Cozrectens, that ze 
might cauſe man to turn away from his 
enterpzize, and that he might keep buck 
his Saul from the Pit. Dur affliciong 
Are as Benhadads Counſellours , that 
ſent him with a Cozd about his Neck te 
the mereiful King of Iſracl. The Church 
of God under the Crofſe is bzought to a 
ferjous Confideration of her eſtats , and 
ſaith : Let us ſearch and try our ways, 
and turn again to the Lord, Lam. 3. 40. 
Affiction is the Hammer which bzeaks 
our Rocky Hearts,adderfity hath whipt 
many & Soul to Heaven , which other- 
wiſe P3oſperity had couched to Bell: was 
not the Pzodigal riding poft thither till he 
was ſoundly laſht home again to his ſa⸗ 
thers houſe by thoſe hard hearted and pi- 
tilefle Maballs which refuſed to fill his 


Belly with the Husks of the Swine:and 


indeed ſeldome is any Pan awakened 


from the fleep of Sin but by Afiicon: 


fo; as Alves kills wozms in the fomarch- 
m as Froft and Cold dsftrops Uermin, 
ſodoth bitter Alſlicens crawling Lufts 
in the Heart : my wants ſaith one kills 


my Wantonnefle , my Poverty m—_ 


— 
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my Pzide, my being lighted quells mp 
Ambition and bain Glozp, and as fo; 
Sickneſſe it cuts the Th:oat of Uites; 
pea how many will confeſſe that one Ak⸗ 
fliction hath done maze good upon them, 
then many Sermons that they habe 
Learned , moze good in one Days 03 
Weeks miferp, than many pears P39- 
ſperity could teach them : Kepentance 
ſeldome m&Ets a man in jollitp, but in af- 
fliction the Heart is made plyable and 
ready foz all good Ympzeſſions. True, if 
Gentleneſſe would ſerde, we ſhould not 
\mart, foz God like a good Chirurgeon 
firft trokes the Arm bekeze he opens the 
Uein. Be ſends foz us by his Lmbaſſi- 
dgurs the Piniſtry , pet we come not. 
Let him fire our field, as Abſolom did bp 
Joab, ws come pzeſently : when finging 
will not till the Child, the Rod muft: hard 
knots, muſt have hard wedges, ſtrong af- 
tections, ſtrong aiflictions , great cezru⸗ 
ptians, great Calamities to eure them. 
Aﬀiiction is but the Sbephtards Dog te 
fetch us into Chziſts Fold, perhaps bp 
Barring onelp, and then we are mozse 
{cared then hurt, perhaps in his Mouth, 
and the poop Sheep thinks ſurely he will 
wozry it, but he is taught to fetch onelp. 
A 3 ant 
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and therefoze gripes not, but only carrps 
it. and delivers it to his Wafter , when 


Childzen have done a fault Mothers uſe 
to fright them with Bullbeggars , the 


Child thinks ſurely they will have him, 


but the Mather hath a double pollicy : 
Viz. To make them hate the fault and 
love them the better, foz thep run to the 
Lap to hide them. and then will ſhe make 
her wn Conditions, and lo the verp end 
which God aims ut in letting thoſe As⸗ 
ders upon thee, is that thou ſhouldſt turn 


thine Types in ward, that thou may ſee, 


foz what thou ſuffereft, pzp narrowly in- 


to thine own koze aſt actions, Which if 


thou doft, & hundzed ts one thou will find 
Sn, it may be this verp fin the cauſe of 


thy pzeſent affiiction,+ until thou doſt fift 


E try thine own heart, 4 find out which is 
thy beloved fin !ok foz no relesſe, where- 
foze let this Coxrection bzing koꝛth Con- 
verſten, cleanſe peur hands pe finners, 
and purifle pour hearts ve double mind- 
ed, Jam. 4. 8. Not your Hands onely 
With Pilate, but pour Hearts with Da- 
vid, yea & peur Eves to with Mary Mag- 
dalen, if it be p»zCibie, though dzy Soz⸗ 
row map be xs good az wet. whoſe Cpes 
Were a Lader, and Hair a Towel to wats 
an 


— 
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and wipe the feet of Th2ift, humble thy 
ſel Une the Ninevites, Jonah 3.6, Who 
put ſackcloath upon their Loins, and 
Aſbes upon their Beads, as thoſe that de⸗ 
ſerveo to be as far under ground as thep 
were now above it. An Pumble ſubmiſ⸗ 
fton is the onely wap to diſarm Gods in⸗ 


- dignation, and be rid of his Nod. 1 pet. 


5. 6. Sin bzingeth judgement, and only 
judgement pzeventeth it, thy Sin hath 
kindied the fire of Gods Mzath, and on» 
ly Kepentance is as Water to quench 
this fire. King Edwarl the firft Riving 
furioufly after a Servant of his that had 
diſpleas'o him, wich a dawn Swozd in 
bis hand, as purpofing to kill him, ſeeing 
bim ſubmit, and upon bending Kace ſue 
foz his Life, not onelp ſpared him, but re- 
ceived him again ints fabour. Go then 
and do the like, be thou but th:oughly 
ſo:rop foz thy fin, mp Soul fo2 thine, God 
will be thzoughly ſatiefled , pea grow 
thou better vp it, and ed will lovs thee 
better fo2 it, kez as Lovers are beſt 
Friends after falling out, ſo when God 
and we are reconciled by repentance, his 
affections are fronger tous ther-vefo:e : 
the reventing P2odigal receiver ſuch to⸗ 
kens of Favguc , as his Elder Bzother 

A4 who 
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who never bzake out into riot never did: 
and whom did Chziſt Yonour with hig 
firſt appearance,but Mary Magdalenꝰ and 
the Angel, but Peter? Go ſaith he and tel 
his Diſeiples, and tell Peter that he will 
go befeze von into Gallilee, Mark 16. 7, 
Though Peter had Sined above the reſt, 
pet repenting he is named above y reft. 
Secondly, Afflicttons ſerde to wozk in 
us amendment of Life, everp Atflickten 
Sancified Kubs off (ome Buſt,melts eff 
ſome D;ofſe,ftrains out (ome Cozruptt- 
en, t. Which done we riſe gut ek trou⸗ 
ble as Chzift roſe out of the Gzave , fo2 
when the Gold ts fined, the fire (hall hold 
tt no lenger. The outward cold of Atfli⸗ 
«fon doth greatly increaſe the inward 
heat and fervour ofthe Gzaces of Gsd in 
us: indeed no Chaſtiſement ſaith Saint 
Paul foz the pzeſent ſeems to be jopous, 
but grievous. But afterwards it bzing⸗ 
eth the quiet fruits of Kighteouſnefſe to 
them that are therebp exerciſed, Heb, 
12. 11. God beats us that he map better 
us, de hedgeth us about with Thozngs that 
de map keep us within Compaſſe , leſt 


We bzeak over into Satans Paſture, 


which indeed would but fat us foz the 
Kaugpter. God ſtrips the Body of 2 
ure 
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{ure to cloath the sul with Kighteouſ- 
neſſe , and oftentimes ſtrengthen eur 
ſtate of G2zace by Impoderiching dur 
Tempozal eftate,fo: commonly the moze 
Pꝛaſperitp the leſſe Piety. The Pooz 
ſaith Ch2ift receive the Goſpel , though 
the Rich are maze bound. Few men can 
digeſt great felicity > many a Man 
bath been xa looſer by his gains, and 
that that which multiplped his outward 
eſtate hath abated his inward, and ſo on 
the contrarp David was never ſo tender 
as when he was hunted like a patridge, 
1 Sam. 26. 20. Jonah was at beſt in the 
ampales Belp: Stevens face never ſhone 
ſe fatr as when he ftood befoze the Coun- 
cel, Acts 6. 15. Mawitthe Winter of 
the one is found to be the ſpzing of the o⸗ 
ther, and the Cozruption of Pꝛoſpertt y 
the Generation of Ptetp, who will effem 
thoſe things good which make us wozſe, 
oz that evit which bꝛings ſuth gain and 
ſwectnefſs e Sefo:e J was affiictep,(aith 
David, J went aſtrap, but now A keep 
thp Commandment, Pſal. 119. 67. Thele 
eviis do pꝛeſs vs, but it is to Gat and ha- 
lineſte, pea how much lower sur Atflic⸗ 
tions weigh us down on Earth, ſo much 
the moze carncetly gur efi; tions mount 
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up to Hcaden. Devotion like fire in 
froſty weather burns hoteft in Affiiat- 
on. When the Waters of the flood came 
upon the face of the Earth, down went 
ftatelp Turrets and Towers, biff as the 
waters roſe, the Ark role ſtill higher and 

higher, in line ſozt when the waters of 
affliction ariſe, down gees the Pꝛide of 
Life, the Luft of the Epes: in à wozd, all 
the vanities of the wo2ld, but the Ark of 
the Soul ariſeth as theſe waters riſe, and 
that higher even neerer and neerer to⸗ 

wards Yeaven. Dh ! admirable uſe of 
Aﬀiictions, Yeaith from a wound, cure 


from a diſeaſe, out of greif je, gain out 


ofloſſe, out of Infirmity ſtrength, out of 
fin, Bolineſſe: out of death Life , yea we 
thall redeem ſomething of Gods diſhonour 
by fn, if we hall thence grow meze Yo- 
ip: But, 

Thirdly, Thep ſerve toquicken our 
Dedotten. and make us pzay unto God 
with moe fervency : Lo2d ſaith Iſaiab, in 
trouble thep will viſt thee, they poured 
out pꝛapers when thy chatning was up⸗ 
on them, Iſa. 26. 16. In their affiicion 


faich Hoſea they will ſ@k the diligently, 


Hoſ. 5. 15. That we never pꝛap fo f&1- 
ing!y, fervently, fozcibly as in time ef 
att. id i⸗ 


The Chriſtians Comfort. 
affliction, map be ſeen in the examples of 
the CThlldzen of Iſrael, Judges 3. 9, 15. 
Eliſha, 2 Kings 6. 18. Hezekiah, 2 Kings 
N 

And Laftly, Jeboſophat, who being told 
that there was & great multitude com- 
ing againft him from bepond þ Sea, out 
of Aram:it follows þ Jehoſophat feared, x 
ſet himſelfto fear the Led, & pzoclaim- 
ed a faſt throughout all Judea, pea thep 
came out of all parts and jopn d with him 
to enquire of the Lo2d, 2 Chron. 20. 3, 4. 
Neither doth it make us alcne , which 
\uffer,earneſt in Pzaper,but it makes o⸗ 
thers alſo labour in p2aper to God foz us, 
2 Cor. 1. 10, 11. Again, Crefſes are the 
filcs and whetftones that ſet an edge on 
our devottens, without Which thep grow 
dull, and incffectuai: Jonah Cleeps in the 
(ip, but pꝛaps hard in the Whales beftp: 
P2:aperis the wing of the Ssul, where⸗ 
with tt flpes to Heaven, as meditation 
is the Epe wherewtith we fee God, but 
gur Yearts are like flint⸗ſtones which 
muſt be ſmitten ere they will ſend fo2 th 
thele ſparks of Devotion : Chiift, never 
heard ofthe Canaanitih Woman until 
her daughter was miſerably vered with 
a Devil, but then che comes to him and 

| doth 
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Wt doeh not ſpeak but cry, need and dellre 
. bave raiſed her boſce to an impoꝛtunate 
| j Clamour. The God of Mercy is light of 
| thi hearing, vet he loves a loud and vehe- 
hi ment ſolicitatton, not to make himſelf tn- 
| fi ctinable to grant, but to make us Capa⸗ 


1 ble to receive Bicfſings, and indeed the 
Sl dery purpole of affiiction is ts make us 
Jmpoztunate. Ye that hears the ſecret 
murmures ok sur grief, pet will not lem 
to hear us till our crvs be loud and ſtrong: 
as D:moſthenes would not plead foz his 
Clyent till de erped to him, but then an⸗ 
{wered his ſoꝛrow, now J fel thy cauſe. 
Th? child have eſcaped many ag ſtripe bp 
his loud crying, p verp unjuft judge can⸗ 
not endure the widdoaws Clamour:(o un⸗ 
to fervent pꝛaper Sd will deny nothing. 
Ned will make us both humble and elo- 
quent, ifthe caſe be woful it will be ex- 
pzeſt accozdingly, the deſpair of all other 
helps ſends us impo2tunately to the God 
of power, but while monep can bup Php- 
fick,oz friends pꝛocure enlargement, the 
great Phyſitian and helper is not ſought 
unto,noz thzoughly truſted in. It ts wzit⸗ 
ten ok the Thildzen of Iſracl,that ſo ſon as 
thep crieduntoy Lozd he delivered them 
from their ſerditude under Eglon Sing ” 
O 
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Moab, pet it is plain they were eighten 
pears under this Bondage undelivered, 
Judges 3.14,15. Doubtleſſe thep were not 
ſa unſenfible of their Mlſerp, as not to 
complain ſoner then the end of eightcen 
pears,the firft hour they fighed fo; them- 
ſel des, but now thep crped unto God, thep 
are Wozds and not pꝛapers that fall from 
careleſſe lips, ff we would pzedatl with 
Ed we muſt w2aftle,« if we would w2a- 
file happily with God, we muff Wzefile 
firſt with our own dullneNe,pea if we felt 
our wants o: wanted not deffre,we could 
ſpeak to Erd in no tune but erps, and no⸗ 
thing but crpz can pierce Beaven: affli⸗ 
tion top ſoui is as plummets to a clock, 
and wind to a Hip, holp and faithful, pꝛap⸗ 
eras Dars to a Bont, s ill goes the Boat | 
without Dars, oz the ſhip without wind, | 
o2 the clock without plummets. Now are | 
ſome affiicted in reputation, as Suſanna | 
was, others in Childzen, as Ely, ſome bp 
enemies,as David,others by friends, as 
Joſeph, ſome in bodp as Lazarus, others 
in gods as Job, others in liberty as John. | 
In alextremities let us ſend this Mel⸗ | 
ſenger to Chzift fo: eaſe:faitbful and fe r⸗ | 
dent p2aper,ifthis can but carrp the vur⸗ | 
then te him he will carry it foz us, t from | 
us lo; ever, Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, Our ſufferings wean us from 
the love of the wozld, pea make us loath 
and contemn tt, and contrariwile fix up- 
on Heaven, with a deſire to be diſſolved : 
St. Peter at, Chziſts Tranfiguration en- 
joping but a glimpſe of happincſle , he 
was lo raviſhed and tranſpozted with the 
love of his pꝛeſent eſtate that he bzeaks 
out into theſe wozds : It is good fo; 
us to be here, he would fain habe made it 
his dwelling place, and being loath to de⸗ 
part, Ciſt muſt make 3 Tabernacles, 
Mat. 17. 4. The love of this wozid fo makes 
us fozget the wozld to come that like the 
Iſraelites, we defire rather to live in the 
troubles of Egypt, then in the Land of 
P3omile: whereas S. Paul having ſpoken 
of his Bonds in Chziſt,and of the ſpiritual 
Combate,coneludeth: J veftre to be dil⸗ 
ſolved and tobe with Chzift which is beſt 
of al, Phil. 1. 22, 23. Pea tt tranſpoꝛted him 
to heaven befoze de came thicyer,as Ma- 
ry was not where (the was but where her 
deſire was, and that was with Chiiſt,p2o- 
{perity makes us dzunk with the love of 
the wozld, like the Gadarrens who pze- 
ferred their wine befoze their Souls, oz 
him in the Parable that would go to * 
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vis Farm and looſe Heaven, « tlonſands 
moze, who if thep have but ſomethtog to 
. leave behind them, "tis no matter Hye» 
ther they habe anp thing to carrp with 
them. But as ſleep compoſeth dzinken- 
nefſe , ſothe Crofſe will bzing a Bar tg 
himſelf again, foz when the ſtaff we nou⸗ 
rich to bear us becomes a Cudgel te beat 
us, when we find the wo3zld to terde us as 
the Jews did CThꝛiſt, carrp us up to the 
top of a Hill and then firive to thzow us 
down headleng, Luke 4. 29. When þ mind 
is ſo indeſted with cares, moleſted with 
grief, dexed with pain that which wap ſlo  * 
der wecaft our Eyes we find cauſe of | 
Complaint, we moze loathed the Mozlo | 
than ever we lob'd it, when no man would 
harbour p unthzift ſon in p Goſpel, he re⸗ 
turned back again to his Father, but ne- | 
ber befozs: when Satan is let looſe upon | 
us to ſhew us our ins, and the danger we 

are in, then facewel profit, fereve! plca= 

ſure, treaſure und all, rather tfen J will 

endure fuch a rack, ſuch a hell in my ton⸗ 

ſcience, wherezs if we ſhould ep hear 

of Bilery,oz read what is thicawcd u. þ 

Wozd,though it might a lictie kriecht us, 

it would never amend us. A dv{icec rn: (iſe 


when 
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1 when every thing abaut us is refplen- 
I) | dent and contentful makes us that we 
Wil have no defire to go ts headen,wherefo;e 
1 as a lovingmother when £ would wean 

k [| her Child from the Dugg, makes it bit- 
By: ter with Wozm-Wwood oz Zloes,ſo deales 
1 $ Lo2d with us, de maketh this life bit⸗ 
| ter unto us by fuffering our enemies to 
perſecute and oppzeſle us, to the end we 
map tentemn the wozld, and tranſpozt our 
hopes from earth to heaven,he makes us 
weep in this veil of miſerp, that we may 
the moze eagerly long foz that place of 
felicity, where ak tears ſhall be wiped 
from our Epes. And this is no ſmall a= 
batement tothe bitterneſſe of adberſſ- 
ties, that they teach us the Wap to hea- 
ven,fo2 the leſſe camfozt we find on earth 
the moze we ſeck above, and the moze we 
efteem the beft things : and we are verp 
urgrateful if we do not thank God foz $ 
1 which ſo overcomes us, as that it over- 
comes the love of the wozld in us. No- 
thing feds Pzide noz k&Eps off repent⸗ 
ance ſe much as p2oſperous advantage. 
'Tis a wonder to ſee a favourite ſtudy fo; 
ought but addition to his greatnefſe, Gov 
I Hall have much a doe to make him know 
Li him- 
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pimſel k. Many ſhal one dap repent p thep 
were happy too ſoon, many a Man cries 
gut: O that I were ſo rich, ſo healthful, ſo 
quiet, fo happy, &c. Alas though thou 
badſt thy wiſh fo2 the pꝛeſent, chou fyouldſt 
perhavs be a {20ler in the ſequel. A good 
men finding himſelf hated, perſecuted ak- 
fliet ed, 1 tozmented bp enemies of all ſozts 
he can as willinglu leave the world, as-2- 
chers can kozgo þ Court, yes zs willingly 
die as dine, pea no ſcrvant ſo defires pend 
of his pears. no ſtranger ſoiongs to be at 
bome as hs expect the p2omiſe of Chzifts 
coming,tit is þ ſtrength of his hove,p [wert 
objec of his faith,in þ midſt of all ſozrows 
the comfo2t of his heart, p heart of all his 
comkozts, the encouragement ofhis wea- 
ried ſpirits, the common Clauſulce, the 


continual Period and ſhutting up of his 


pzapers,come Lozd Jeſus come quickly. 
Fifihly, The L02d permitteth his peo- 
ple to be often aff:ined and allatled,to the 
end they map be alwaps pzepared foz 
tribulation, as wiſe Marriers in a Calm 
make all their tackling ſure and ftrong, 
that they map be pzodide> againft the 
net ſtozm, which they cannot look to bg 
long without, oz as experienced Bouldf⸗ 
ers in time ok peace, pz2pare fo2 the dap 
of Buattel, and fo mut h the rather, when 
» Hey 
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they lok every day fo the apzoach of the 

enemp, the wap to be ſafe is never to be 
ſecure, we are oft times ſet upon, to þ end 
that we may continually buckle unte us 
the whole Armoz of God pꝛelcribed bp 
Paul, Epheſ. 6. 13, to 19. That we map be 
always ready foz the Battel by Walking 
ſurcumſpectly,not as Fools but as Wile, 
Epheſ.5.15. Foz 8s thoſe, that have no g- 
nemies to encounter them, caſt their Ar- 
mour afide t let it ruſt, becauſe thep are 
ſeture fcom danger, but when their ene- 
mies are at hand, and ſound the Alarum 
thep both wake and fltep in their Armoz, 
becauſe thep would be readp foz the al⸗ 
ſault, ſo if we were not often in skirmiſh 
with our enemies, we would lap afide gur 
ſpiritual Armour, but when we have con- 
tinual uſe of it, we ſtil keep it faſt byck- 
led unto us, that being arm d at all points 
we map be able to make refiftance, that 
we be not be ſurp2ized at unawares 5 
neither would it be god fo2 us at pzeſent 
ik we had not theſe enemies to ftand in 
awe and fear ot, but moze inconvenient in 
divers reſpccs, as wiſe Scipio that mtr- 
rour of wiſdome told ſome, who with no 
mall joy avouched » the common wealth 
dt Rome was now in ſafe cſtate , ſeeing 


thep 
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thep had vanquiſhed the Carthaginians, 
and conquered the Jnhabitants of Pontus, 
neither would he fo2 that onelp reaſon 
have Carthage deftrop'd betauſe it ould 
hinder Rome from leping,yea God him- 
ſelf would have the Hitites, Gargeſites, 
Amorites, Canaanites, Pereſites, Hivites, 
and Jebulites , ſtrong c warlike Nations 
to be in p midſt of Iſrael left Iſrael ſhould 
fleep in ſin and want matter foꝛ exerciſe, 
fight and conqueft here, map be felſcitp 
with ſecurity never with ſafetp. 

The time when the envious man did 
ſow his (@d was whilſt Men were in bed, 
no Servants moe o2derlp nie thetr Ma⸗ 
fters Talent, then thole that ever fear 
their maſters ſuddain return, no houchold⸗ 
er moꝛe ſafe then he who at eberp watch 
ſulpects p Thiefs entring, Sampſon could 


not be bound till he was firft got afleep, 


wouldft thou nst be overcome be not ſe⸗ 
cure flpe from the wozks of darkneſſe at 
a great diſtance, and conſider as well che 
bitternefſe of what will foilow,as p ſwert 
nelle of a momentary pleaſure,an aſſaul- 
ted Citp muſt keep a careful watch oz it 
will not long hold out, pea the pꝛobident 
Fenman mends his Banks in Summer 
left hisGzound be dzown'd in the winter, 
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und ws muſt ſo take our leaves of all af- 
ginions , that we reſerve a lodging foz 
them and expect their return, and ſo much 
the rather becauſe what hath been long 
expected falleth ths eaſter, and evils pze- 
cogitated trike but weakly. 

Sixthly, Aﬀfiictions diſcovers what we 
urs. it make us experimentaliy know cur 
ſelves, and be known of others, whether 
we be true believers oz Yppoerites. 

Firſt, Mur (elves, divers plap Alexand- 
er on ths Stage, but few oz none in the 
field, many can ſuffer Martprdome in 
ſpeculation, who being put to it eannot 
concort a foul Wozd, we are all Ualiant 
Souldiers till we come to fight, excellent 
Philoſophers,til we come ts diſpute; god 
Chiiftians, til we come to maſter our 
aon Tuſts, but it is oppoſition that gives 
the trpal, when cozruptions fight againft. 
the graces , many while wealth laſt are 
verp honeft men & ſquare dealers, at leaft 
ſeem ſo, pes thep will maintain that all 
hardnefle is to be endured rather then 
conſcience violated oz God offended, but 
fall they into Poverty,« then d they may 
maintain themſelves, thep will lye, de- 
£eive, ſteal, pzoftitute their Chaſtity, ſell 
tzeir Conſciences, and what not, cven 
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Hazael befoze he met with an oppoztuni- 
ty could ſap, What is thy Servant a Dog? 
& Balaamcould brag;though thou would 
give me thine houſe full of Gold, I would 
not, & c. Pet when it tame to the trpal, he 
did as bad fo2 little 82 nothing, but a man 
is indeed what he is in trpal, if our fouls 
chall like of Chzift foz a Puttaz when we 
find no other jopnture but the Crofſe we 
are ſure we are Chziffians. 

Secondly, That athers map know us, a 
Souldier is beſt known in the front of a 
battle, a Pilat in a ſtozm, a n{mbvie active 
man ina Rite, and a Champion in the 
Lifts. How well the firings ofan Inftru- 
ment are tuned « (et, is beſt known when 
thep ars touched by the hand of a skilful 
Duſttian: There muſt be differences a- 
mongſt pou,ſaith B. Paul, p the appꝛo ted 
may be known, i Cor. ii. 19. Foz as thzaſh- 
ing ſeperates the ſtraw, and winnowing 5 
Chatte from the Conn, ſo perſecution lep- 
erates the Hppecrite from the Company 
of Believers, Luke 22. 31. When a ſer- 
ving-man follows two men walking to- 
gether, we cannot tell which is his Ma- 
ſter til they part, ſo when the Goſpel and 
outward pzoſperity go together it is hard 
to judge which is moſt reſpected. Wie ali 
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tall dur ſelves Chꝛiſtlans. Why it is an 
*hongurable thing to be ſo accounted, but 
: who are ſuch is known onely where the 
power of Godlineſle is in contempt. Ob 
how wicked men maniteſt their hatred : 
'enmitp againſt God and his people, ſo ſon 
as perſecution ariſeth becauſe of p wozd. 
"There is no trp3l of friendſhip but in ad⸗ 
berfitp,he þ is not aſhamed of my Bonds 


no2 daunted with mp Checks,no: aliena⸗ 


ted with my diſgrace isa friend fo2 me, 


one dam of p mans love is wozth a wozld 


of Inconſtant fo:mality, but the friend is 
falſe hearted, who obſerves me onelp fo; 
"his own ends, affliction trieth whether a 
man hath grace in his heart z no, ſet an 


empty Pitcher (the reſemblance a wick- 


ed man) to 5; fire it crack pzeſently, wher- 
as the full (which reſembles the Child of 


Sed) will abide bopling affiictions,are the 


waters wber ourGideon will trp whether 


we are fit Souldiers to fight the Battel 


of faith. A faithful wife (atd Bradford is 
never tryꝰd ſo to be until ſhe be aſſaulted, 


no: a faithful Chꝛiſttan fo app2oved till 


pꝛobed by affliction. None but a regene- 
rate heart can chuſe rather to ſuffer ak⸗ 
flaion with the People of God, rather 
"then to enzep the plealures of Sin ken 4 


ſe gion. 
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ſeaſon. A litle intreatp will ſerbe to move 
Nature to be good to it ſelf: but to perfift, 
in actions ofgoodnefſe , though Tirannp 
tozment death and hell food in our wap, 
this is that which hall ve Crown'd with 
Glozp: finally; affliction and perſecution 
is both a whetſtone and touchſtone to each 
particular G2ace, it humvles the ſpirits 
of the repentant,trieth the faith and patt- 
ence of the fincere Chziſtian, but harden- 
eth the hearts of the ungodly, foz wicked 
men grow wozſe after afflickten as water 
grows cold after anp heat, pea like ſome 
beafts thep are mad with Baiting,ifcroſ- 
ſes oz loſſes ruſh in upon them they fall to 
the Language of Job's Wife, Curſe God 
and dye; 63 to that of the King of Iſraels 
Meſſenger, Why ſhould | ſerve God any 
longer, 2 Kings 6. 33. 

Seventhly, The Lo2d by this evil of 
Chaftiſement foz fins paſt, pzeventeth the 
evils of fin, and greater puniſhments foz 
the time to come, we are chaſtened of the 
L 62d ſaith the Holy Ghoſt that we might 
net de condemned in the wozld, 1 Cor. 
It. 32. Ik we be not chaftensd here we 
Call be condemned hereafter,erring ſouls 
be Cozrected that they may be Convert» 
ed, not confounded. J{ Paul had not been 
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buftzted by Satan and wicked men, he 
had been exalted out of mealure , 2 Cor. 
12.7. Pꝛide is ſodangervus l poiſon, that 
of another poiſon there mas confeded a 
counter-polſon to pzoſerve him from it, 
God would rather ſuffer this choſon veel 
to fall into ſeme inflemttp, then to be 
pioud of his üngular pziviledges. Left J 
(911d be exaited above meaſure, though 
the abundance,thzough the abundance of 
Revclations (there was < poiſon of P;ide 
inſtauating it (elf) J had a Thozn in ths 
fleh, the Meſſenger of Satan to bullet 
me, there was the Counter-popſon z An- 
tidote which did at once make him both 
Ack and whole, yea we gain ſtrength by 
£verp new fall, from hence i[1es deeper 
Humiltation, ſtconger hatred of fn, frei 
indignation againſt our ſelves, moze ex⸗ 
perience of ß deteitfulnelCe of cur hearts, 
renewed relolutions.until fin be bzought 
under, but mp purpoſe is to fpeak chiefly 
af affliction,nat fin: Adil fickneTe,ſaith 
St. Gregory cleanſeth away fins com- 
mitted, and zindzetd thole that in health 
might have been committed, the fleſh in⸗ 
de ed is nouriſhed by ſoftn*fe,vut 5 ſptrit 
by hardnsTe, that is fed by delights and 
pleaſures, this groweth by Bitternefſe, 


The Chriſtians Comfort. 
and her eupon when a religious man pꝛap⸗ 
ed, John the Anchozite to tr him of a cer- 
tain Ague,be anſwered him, truly thou de⸗ 
fireft to have a verp necef&irp Companion 
caft ont of dois, fo2 (*ith he, as Cloaths are 
waſh'd with ſopz,ls is rhe mind purified bp 
diſeaſes, & the ſame map be avered of all 
kinds of c:ofſez, foz is it not comonlp ſeen 
ö the pleaſures of the Body are the poiſons 
of the Saul: heap riches and dns urs upon 
an evil man , pon do but Miniſter wine 
to him that hath a fe*der: lattb Ariſtotle, 
Honey to one opp224zn with Chiller, and 
Meat to one troubieb with Morbus Co- 
phaliacus, which increaſeth y etſeaſe,ſaith 
Plutarch: foz as Noah was dzunk with his 
own wine, fo the cup of p2o'ipe:ritp hath in⸗ 
toricated many 4 ſoul, & God hach no wozſe 
ſerveants in our Land then thep, that can 
live of their Lands x care faz rothing elſe, 
£2monly where is no mant is much wan⸗ 
tonnefſe,+ as we grow rich in tempozals, 
we grow pos: in ſpirituals. Nabal caunet 
8bound but he muſt ſurkeit. Tertulus cannot 
be Elsquent, but he muſt turn the edge of 
tis wit againſt the Goſpel. Manp cannot 
bave beauty but thep muſt love their faces 
ne then their ſouls. The enjopment of 5 
wozlds peace might add tomy teten 
| : 
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It will endanger my ſoul. How oft doth the 
recovery of the bodp, tate oz mind,occafton f 
x relapſe in the Soul. All the life ok Solo- 
mon was full of pꝛoſperitp, , therefo:e we 
find þ Solomon did much fozget God, but 5 
whole life ofDavid had many enemies and 
much adverſity, and therefoze we ſ& by his 
penitentialPſalms,and others, that David 
did much remember God, & indeed if Go 
did not often viſtt us we ould lerde him 
as þ women of Tartary do their husbands, 
who Marrp if thep be abſent but Twenty 
daps: but the fire ofcozredcion eats out the 
ruft of cozruption , many are able to (ap 
thep have learned to ſtand by falling, got 
firength by wea kneſs, burnt child dzeads 
the fire, a b:zoken bone wel let is faſter 
eber after, like Tres we take deper rot 
by ſhaking.and like Toꝛches we flame the 
B2ighter foz bzuſing and knocking , God 
ſuſtered Satan to ſpoil Job of his ſubſtance, 
rob him of his Childzen, puniſh him in the 
body; vet mark but the ſequel well and pou 
Wall find that he was croſt with a bleſſing, 
as the Phyſitian in making of Treacle oz 
Mlchzidate fez his patient, uſeth ſerpents 
adders and ſuch like popſcn , that he map 
dive out one popſon with another,even lo 
our lpiritual Phyſitian ts pleaſ'd to uſe the 
Malice 


— 
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Malice of Satan and wicked men, when 
he temp ereth us the Cup of affliction, that 
hereby he may expel one evil with ano- 
ther: pea two evils with one: namely, the 
evil of fin, and the evil of puniſhment, and 
that bothTempozal and Eternal, Cod ſuf- 
fers us to be afflicted becaule he will not 
ſuffer us to be damn' d, ſuch is the gedneffe 
of our heavenip Father to us, that even his 
anger pꝛoceeds from Mercy, he [courgegh 
the fleſh that the ſpirit may be {aved in the 
dap of Jeſus Chiſt, 1 Cor. 5. 5. Pes Joſeph 
was therekoze abaſed in the Dungeon that 
his adbancement might be the greater. Jt 
is true in our thoughts, we often ſpeak fo 
the flech, as Abraham did fo2 Iſhmael: Oh! 
p 1hmael might live in thy light: Mo, God 
cakes awap Iſhmael andgtves Iſaac, he 
withdzaws the pleaſure of the fleſh, gives 
delight to þ Soul, croſſing us in our wills, 
that he may advante our Benifit. A Man 
ts fick of Pleuriſte, the Phyſician lets dim 
Blood, he is content With it, the arm ſhall 
ſmart to eaſe the heart. TheCobetous man 
bath a Pleuriſte of Riches, God lets him 
blood by poverty, let bim be patient. it is 
& courſe to ſabe his ſoul. Though atfiiction 
be hard of Digeſtion to the natural man, 
pet the G&p of Th2it know that ts ſeꝛd up= 
on 
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on this ſalt Marſh is the onelp pieſerds⸗ 
tibe agzinft the rot,y expertenced Chaifti- 
an knows chit it is good fo; the foul, the 
body is ſomtimes fick, + therefoze to have 
his inward man cured, he is content his 
out ward man (h9ulz be diſeaſed,* cares not 
ſo the fin of his ſoul map be lefſened,though 
the ſoꝛes of his flech be increaſed, it ts bet- 
ter ſaith S.Hicrom to have a fick ſtomack 
then a griebed mind, yea he deſtres with 
Saint Auguſtine p God will lend bim any 
plague rzther then the plague ofþ Heart, 
and why is it not ſo with ther? J hope thou 

defireſt thy ſouls (ſafety above all, and thou 
uus weſt the ſtomack that is purged muſt 
be content to part with ſome god nouriſh- 
ment, p it may deltver it ſelf of moꝛe evil | 
humour. Dt whar kind feever (ufferings 
be, it is doubtleſſe the fitteſt foz thy ſons 
retoberp,oz elſe God the onelv wile Php- 


Ktizx wauld nat apeint it; ne who would 
not ve willing to Bleed, whe? by y means 
An inveterace ſtrknels map ve pr2vented? 
pes it is a happy bloodlett' pg ch ves 
the life, whicꝰ made S. Auguſtine ſav unto 
God: Let my Body be Cruci fed, or Burnt. 


or do with it what thou wilt, ſo thou ſave 


my ſoul. And another,Let me ſwim through 
River of Boyling Br imſtone to live etcr- 


nally 


The Chriſtians Comfort: 4 
nally happy, rather then dwell in à Para- 
diſe of pleaſure to be damned after death. 

Eightly, That we may have an humble 
concetc of sur ſelves, 4 who!p depend upon 


God. We received tye ſentence of death 


in eur ſelves latth the Apeſile, becauſe wa 
ſbauld not truft in our ſeives, but in God þ 
raiſeth us up from þ dead, 2Cor. 1.9. When 
Babes are afraid.they c*ft themſelves into 
b Arms & Boſome of their Mother. Þ Hen 
leading her Chickers into the ſun,thep fall 
a plaping with p Duſt,fhe map cluck them 
to her long enough thep Will not come, but 
when thep ſee the Bite, then thep come 
without calling, and ſo it fares with Gods 
Childzen,tili a{ifliction comes the p2odigati 
never thought of his Father till he wanted 
Husks, the Widdow þ is left alone truſt» 
eth in God,ſaith ß Apoſtle, 1Tim.5.5. Wha 
when ſhe had an Yusvband leaned to much 
upon him, the pooz man depends not upon 
the reltek of others till he finds nothing at 
home, till our means is ſpent we are apt 
to truft in uncertain ricdes, but after in 5 
nams of theLo2d, Zeph. 3.12. Aſa boze him⸗ 
ſelf bold upon his fo:c25.85 being five hun- 
dzed and fourſcoze thouſand ſtrong, till he 
was overmatch'd with an Army ofa thou- 
ſand thouſand Echiopians , this made him 

erp : 


al 
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erp : Help us O Lord our God for we reſt | 
on thee, 2 Chron. 14. A thought in my pꝛol⸗ | 
perity,ſaith David,J ſhall never be moved 
but thou didſt hide thy face 4 J was trou⸗ 
bled.then cryed J unto the: It is high time 
ro humble them that donot find themſelves ' 
to ſtand in need of God, who ſo nouriſheth 
his Servant daintily from his Childhood, 
ſnall after find him ſtubborn in proſperity; 
ame are apt to think sur ſelves men good 
endugh, we ſee not our n&d ok God, but let 
bim ſend theCroſfle it confutes us pzeſent- | 
lp ok dur nathingnefſe: even St. Paul was 
fick of this dileaſe, he began to be puft up 
untill the Meſſenger of Satan was ſent to 
take him down, 2 Cor.12.7. And St. Peter, 
Math. 26. 33. Though all men ſhould fozſake 
thee pet J will never fozſake thee,b:ave- 
lp pzomiled,but Peter » ſame night ſware 
I hnow not the man, cowardlp anſwered; 

It is one thing to ſuffer in ſpeculation and 

another in practice. Jt is common foz men 

to bꝛag and crack of what they can do, pea | 

ene that hath but a wooden head and lead- + 

en heart, how wil he help it out with a bꝛa⸗ 

zen face, anda golden hand: foz being as 

great in Pꝛide as he is {mall in deſert, he 

will keep a doe in an audacious Wafterly- 

nelle, as if with Symon Magus he would 
beat 
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beat down all with large p2offers, but this 
cannot be ſo pleafing to Nature as it is | 
hatofults God, neither can there be a 
wozſe gn of enſuing evil, than to: a man 
in a Carnal pzeſumption to veunt out his 
own abilities:how juſtly doth God ſuffer p; 
man ts be foiled purpoſelp that be map be 
aſhamed of his own vain ſelf confidence. At 
hath been pzofitable foz pzoud men faith 
St. Auguſtine to fall into (ſome groſſe of- 
fence , foz thep have not loft ſo much by 
their fall as they have got by being down, 
it is better to be humble under fin then to 
be pꝛoud ofgrace,ofþ two to be & Phariſce 
is wozſe than to be a Publican, ts be pꝛoud 
of good endowments is wozſe then ts have 
neither pzide noz god endowments,yea in 
this caſe þ party is not onelp bettered, but 
others learn humility therebp. ſoꝛ who can 
do other than pearn and fear to (ce ſo rich 
and goodly a veſſel ſplit as David oz Solo- 
mon Wis. 

Again it makes us pitiful and compaſſi- 
onate to others, thep (ſaid Sophocles) are 
uſually the moſt compaſſtonate to others, 
who have (utfered miſertes themielbes, & 
what ſaith the Tprian Queen: Evils have 
taught me to bemoan all that affliction 
ma kes to groan 


And 
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And L.1ftip, The Devil hereby is ehe at⸗ 
ed, whe ede cannot beat us down with fin, 
win biow up with pride. Ye wil under- 
mine us tr de cannot overthzow us. And 
nothlz vor moe adbantage Satan than 
pilde: Foz firſt,a man ſhall ns ver be a p20- 
ficient that thinks himſelf already ſuflici⸗ 
ent. Secondiy, When he can popſon our 


god wozks with Phariſaiſm, he makes us 


bp overvaluing them ts looſs them, confi- 
vcrice in God doth onel p ſuppoꝛt us, with- 
out him we are like Uines unpꝛopt, which 
on the earth do crawl, if we eſcape temp- 
tation it is his mercp.ifour wills conſent 
not, tis his mercp,if we conſent & the act 
be hind2ed tis his mercp,if we fall and ile 
again by repentance,all is his mercy.net- 
ther are we ſufficient ofour ſelves to think 
much lels ts ſpeak, leſt of all to do Þ which 
is good, 2 Cor. 3. 5. Ut have no good, we 
da no good, but we map we muſt thank 
grace fo; it, which is al in aU,yca can bear 
ns fruit ſaith our Saviour except pe abide 
in me, ohn 15. 4. Pe moze expzcfly, with- 
dut me. ye can do nothing, ver. 5. So that 
we cannot put tos much truſt in him noz 
fw *ife\- in dux ſeldes: Ss pꝛoud are we by 
nature y Veteze we come to the Trpal we 
tink y we can repel the ſtrongeſt aNault, 

and 
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und overcom all enemies by our oton pow⸗ 
er, hut when we feel our ſelves vanquiſhey 
and fopled by edery (mall temptacion, we 
learn to habea moze humble conceit of our 

own ability, and ts depend wholy on the 
L92v,God wil not give his over til he hath 
made them kifſe p Kod which the wicken 
bite, and When ye hath bzaught us ts this, 
the greater (ſubmiſſion the moze grace, if 
there be une hollow in the Unllep lower 
then another thither ths waters gather, e 
the maze lowip we are in Gods epes , the 
moze lobelp we are,ths moze deſpicable in 
our ſelves, the moze acceptable in him. 
Ninthly, That ws may be confozmable 
to Chzift our Head, (like aur clver Bz0- 
ther who was conſecrated thzough affiiai- 
ons,reviled, buffeted, ſpit upon, Trucifled, 
what not, foz þ Dccibes were againſt him, 
the Phariſees againft him, rulers banded 
themleives againft him, p Atheiſts againſt 
him, Herod & all þ ſpiteful 6 envious Jews 
againſt him, whole birth was mean, whols 
life was contemptible, t whoſe death was 
ignominious,pea his pallste was a table, 
his Couttiers Beaſts, his chair offfate 
Manger, his ropal Kobes a few rags, ns 
Belis King, no Bone-fires pzoclaim his 
birth thzough the populous ſtrets,no great 
Eadys came to viſit bis . 
C able 


— 
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able to dis ingrefſe into the world, was hi © 
p2ogrefſe in it, & his Egrelle gut of it. And 
we muſt ſuffer with hinkftyat'we map be 
alſo gloziſted with him, Rom 8. 17. When 


the Jews offered Jeſus Gall and Uinegar 


he taſted and would not dzink , he left ths 
test lo hisChurch « thep;muſt pledge him, 
whglſoever ſaith our Saviour beareth not 
his Croffe and commeth after me cannot 
be mp Diſciple, Luke 14. 27. Foz hereunto 
are pe called ſaith St. Peter, fe Ch2ift alſs 
{i feed lo us, leaving us an example p we 
ch auld follow after his ſteps, i Pet. 2. 21. Pe 
D. Paul made this the moſt certain Tefft- 
monp and ſeal of his adopt ton here 4 glozp 
atter wards having delivered that the ſpi⸗ 
rit of God beareth witnefſe with our (pt- 
rits that we are the Cytldzen of God, and 
yaving added, if we bs Chtlidzen we are al⸗ 
ſo Qeirs,even Yeirs of God, & Joint heirs 
with Chziſt, then he uſeth theſe wozds, If ſo 
be that we ſuffer with him thatwe alſo may 
be glorified with him, making ſuffering as 
à pzincipal condition annexed, Which is as 
if he hd (aid : It is impoſſible we ſhoul d. be 
Glorified with him, except we fiiſt ſuffer 
with him, Rom. 8. 16,17. Wherupon having 
reckoned up all pziviiedges which might 
Miniſter unto hin:,occafion of boaſting he 
concludeth yy what things were gain unte 


him; . 


— 
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him, thoſe he accounted lols foz Chꝛiſt, p he 
might know © fello:5thip of bis ſufferings g 
be made confozmable to his death, Phil.z. 
10. ſo p as he bare his Cro's befoze he woze 
bis crown, began tous in p cup of his fa- 
thers diſpleſure, ſo we muſt pledge him our 
part, & fiil up þ which is beyind of hts ſuf- 
ferings,Col.1 14. Suffering is the wap to 
reſqning,th2vugh manp Tribulations we 
muſt enter into the Kingdom of Yeaven, 
AQs14.22. And indeed who would not be 
ambitious of the ſage entertainment that 
Chꝛiſt himſelf had, pet our ſufferings as 
thep ere nothing to what our ſins have de⸗ 
ferved, ſo thep are nothing to What gur 
Savicur bach ſuffered, koz be enduredma⸗ 
np #little Death all bis life long foz our 
lakes £ atlength p painful & curſed death of 
the Cree, to ſep nothing ofthe ſoul of his 
{i Kerings, which dis Soul then luffered 
when he ſweat clots of blood in the garden, 
now why muſt we pledge our Savior c fill 
up the meaſure of his ſafferinqs, not char 
Ch2ifts ſuffertings are incorpicat noz to 
lat ts fie & ods juſtice foꝛ in, fo ; ts bone al- 
teady once foꝛ 8 by him who bore our ſins 
in dis body on the tre,nsither doth Cod sk- 
flint his Church fo2 any delight he takes in 
thetr trouble, foz healfi &s not wili'ngey, 
Lam 3.33 Jer. 3 1. 20. Ia. 6 3.9. Nn vp! : £2 
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chew his ſederaigntp, Iſa. 45. 9. Noz is it 
meerlyp fo his own glezy, Without any o- 
ther reſpec, but out of pure necefſity 4 a- 
bundant lode to us, as the reaſons both be- 
foze «after hew, wherefoze let us be ex- 
hozted in the wozds of St. Peter, to rejopce 
in ſuffering, fo:za\much as we With all the 
ſaints are partakers of Chzifts ſuflerings, 
that when his Glozy ſhall appear we map 
be glad and refopce, 1 Pet. 4. 13. And what 
greater pzomotion can fleſh c blood be ca- 
pable of, than a confozMmity to the Lozd of 
glozy. Chzift wee a Crown of Thozns foʒ 
me, ( ſhal J grudge to wear this paper cap 
foz him, ſaid John Huſs, when they put a 
tap upon him that had ugly dedils painted 
on it, with the title of Hereſie. Meder did 
neck-kerchiefbecome me ſo wen as this 
Cha in, ſatd Alice Drivers, when thep faft- 
ned her to y ſtake to be burnt, « what ſaid 
a French Martpꝛ when a rope was put a- 
bout his felows neck? give me that Gold 
Chain,+ dub me a Kt. el that noble o2ver. 
Tenthly, Affliations ſerve to encreaſe our 
faith foz the time to come, when we con- 
Ader how the Lozd hath delivered us foz⸗ 
merly:as when Saul tefls David thou art 
not able to go agatnft this great Philiſtine 
te flight with him, foz thou arc a Bop, t be a 
man 
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man of War from his pouth , what ſaith 
David? thy ſervans kept his fathers hp 
there came a Lysn,e like wiſe a Bear, 
took a Sheep out of the fleck, A went out 
after him t \mote him, & took it out of his 
mouth, ( when he roſe againſt mea caught 
him by the Beard. (mote him t flew him; 
ſo thy ſervant flew both the Lyon and the 
Bear. Therefoze ( mark the Inferrence } 
this uncircumciſed Philiſtine (hall Be as 
one of them, pea (ſaith he) the Lozd that 
delibercd me out of the paw of the Lyon,x 
out. of the paw of the Btar, de wil deliver 
me out of þhands ofthis Philiſtine, 1 Sam. 
17.33, to 37. Obſerve how tonfidentip he 
ſpeaks: God hath delivered me ſaith Paul 


out af the mouth ofþ Lyon (meaning Ne- 


—— 


re) & he wil deliver me from cvery Evil 


Wozk, « will pꝛeſer de me unto yis Hea- 
denlp Kingdome, 2 Tim. 4. 17, 18. Ther 
tree is deepeft rooted in the Tarth Which 


is moſt taken with the Minds, and'thep 


weak uſuallp that are planted in pleaſant 
Ualleps, ſo the tree of faith,the moze it ts 
\baken with the violent flozms of trouble, 
the fafter it beco nes rooted by Patience, 
be can never be a good Douldier that ne- 
der hath felt the toyl ofa Battel:the moze 
dsliberances David hav the greater was 

E 3 bis 
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his faith,fo2 after 5 Leꝛd had deltbered him 
often out of extream exigents, namip from 
this great Goliab, þ crue!ty of Saul, þ un⸗ 
natural inſurrection of Abſolom, « the un- 
fuft turſes of Shimei, he was able to (ap : 
I truft in God , neither will J fear what 
man can ds unto me, Pſal 56.4. K in Pſ.3. 
J willnot be afratd foz ten thouſand ofthe 
people that ſhould beſet me round, e in Pl. 
18. 29. By thee A have bzoken thzaugh an 
Halt, & in thy nams have J leaped over a 
Mal: we men inded therefo:e ſhut gur 
hands becauſe we have open'd tdem, mak⸗ 
ing aur kezmer Kinynefſe arguments of 
ſparing afterwards, but contrariwiſe, God 
thereime gives becauſe he hath given, 
making dis fozmer favours arguments fo: 
moe: that we map lide by fatth e not by 
fence, be firſt: trips us of all our earthly 
. .canfidence, and then gives us Uictozy, « 
nat befoze; left he ſhould be a looſer in gur 
gain, vis help uſethto ſtew it ſelf inextre⸗ 
unty, Daniel is ndt delivered at the be- 
gianing at his trouble, de muſt firft be in 
the iyons ven,+chen he flads it, thoſe thi 
ſervants, Dan. 3. 26 ate not reſcued at the 
Opens mouth in the Furnace they are, 
that is a grations e wel cried faith,that is 
able to hold out with confidence to the laft, 
FE. like 
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line Abraham, whs is ſatd ta hope again 
Hope, Rom. 14.18. Which with God is x 
thing much ſer by, pea, ſuch he acounts his 
Champions © worthles, whence it is many 
are traiged up in trouble all their days, as 
it fared with David, foz-as a Bear came 
to David after a Lyon,+-8 Gpant after a 
Bear, ca Kingafter a Gpant, t Philiſt- 
ines ter a King, e all to make him moe 
bardpand confident in his Gos: ſo when 
they that are intended fo2 Chzifts Cham⸗ 


- pivns,have fought With the Devil 4 their 


own-Lufts, they ſhall fight with Envy, 
when they have fought with Envy; thiy 
ſball fight with Poverty, when they have 
fanght with Povertp.thcy dhall fight with 


Inkamp, when thep have fought with In⸗ 


famp, they ſhall fight with ichacke;wher: 

they have fought with ficknefſe , they 
ſhall fight with death like a Laveurer'y ts 
never out old ek, & this rot onely pzobrs 


but mightily impedes tbeir falch : & in⸗ 


deed till we have been delivered out ok 


Ic ſſe trouble , we cannoc tint God in a 


greater. As the P;opyet coul ſap: Out 
of the depths have Ecried unto thee, In- 


ſtantlp follows (and not cih then) cke Lord 


heard me, the L82d (aw bim fink ing a 
the while, but lets him alone tin be was 
"S:the bottom. CT 4 In 
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Ja the Elevrnth plate: Our manifolh 
ſufferings, und Sods often delivering us, 
doth increaſe our je © thankfulnefſe, pea, - 
make after blefings maze (wert, by this 
ws havs new ſongs put into our Youths, 
ted occaftens offered ts p2atſe ths Ju- 
thour of our delidsrance, when the Lozd 
b3zought again the Captivity of Sion(ſatth 
Davy ig the perſon of Iſrael) we were like 
them that dream) (meaning the Bappi⸗ 
nelle ſemed to god to bs true) then were 
our Months fll'd with laughter (ſairh he) 
and our tongues with jop, the L02d hath 
done great things foz us, whereof we re- 
fopee,Pſal.126:1.2,3,4.Js anp ons affiict- 
85, A will ſap to him as that harbinger an- 
fwered aNoble man,complaining that he 
was lodged in ſo homely a Room,pou wil 
take pleaſurs in it when we are out of it, 
fo; the moze griedous our crigent, the 
mo3zs glozious our adbaneement.A vdeftrs 
uzecomplithed delighteth the ſoul, Prov. 13. 
19. Mt read how that lamentable « lad 
peeree of Ahafhuerns thꝛeugb the godne(s 
vt God was an occafion exceedingly ts in- 
cereals the Jews jop « thankfulneſs , inſo⸗ 
much that as the Text ſaith : The daps 
that were appointed foz their death c ruine 
Were turned inte days of fenging and — 
an 
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| and wherein they ſent pzeſents every man 
| to his neighbour,e gifts to the pwz,Eſth. 9. 
17, to 28. And this joy g thankfulnefe was 
| ſo lafting þ the Jews ceaſe not ts celebzate 

the ſame untv this day: Gevs dealing with 
uss often harſh in þ begining,hary in the 
pzocEding, but the Concluſten is always 
comfoztable ; the jep of Peter x the reſt of 
the Church was greater after he was de- 
lidered out of pꝛiſon by the Angel, Acts 12. 
And the jop of Judith & the reft of Bethalia 
when ſhe returned with Holoferneſs head, 
then if they had never ben in viſtreſſe, 
Judith 13. The TLozd depzives us of good 
things foz a time becauſe they never p- 
pear in their fr Beauty till thep turn 
their backs & be going awap: Again he de- 
fers his aid on purpoſe to encreaſe nur de- 
fires befozs it comes, ( our foy t thankful- 
neſs. when it is come ts inflame our de⸗ 
fires,foz things eaftly come by are little 
ſet by ts encreaſe our jep fs; that which 
hath ben long detained, is at laſt moze 
\wetly obtatved, what (think we) did he 
that was bo2n blind think when his eyes 
were firft given him how did de wonder at 
heaven and earth, the ſtrange and goodlp 
varieties of all the Creatures, chearſul- 
neſle of the light,cvery thing did not miss 

plexſe 
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pteaſe then aſtoniſh him, 8s Mothers lobe 
their Chiidzen moze tenvsrly then Fa- 
thers, becauſe thep ſteb them in moze, 
{ we p3zize the comfozts and jops of 


Gods favour moze by having fes a ſeaſon *. 


ben depzided of them thzough aſfiictions £ 
veſeretions.The benefit that comes ſon & 
with eaſe is eaffly contemned long & ea- 
ger purſuit endears an favour. The wiſe 
men refjopced exceedingly to find the ftar, 
the woman ts kind her piece of Alver, the 
Utrgin Mary ts kind the Lozd Jeſus, who 
Alweps teturneth with increaſe of jop. He 
map abſent himſelffez a time, but he in- 
tends it only as & preparation to make us 
reliſh that [wet feed, the better he may 


kep us faſting, but it is on purpoſe that 


Hur trpal map be perfect, our deliverance 
welcome, cur Bepentance giozious, we 
neverknow-the worth ofa Benefit ſa well 
as by the want of tt, want teachteth us the 
wozth of things moft truly. Dh! how 
{wet Athing eis peace to them that have 
ben long troubled with wars and tedious 
contenfiens : how (wet is liberty to one 
that hath ben long immured within a caſe 
of Mas? How dear a jewel is bealth 
to him that tumbles in diſtempered blood 
-fez then onely we begin to pztze it when 
we have loft it: Let a man but fa a Mes! 
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oz two, OW how ſweet is bzown bzeay, 
though it would not down befoze, we are 


| . never (6 glad of sur friends companp, as 
when he returns after long abſence, oz x 
'Tedious Uopage. The Nights darkneſs 


makes the iight of Bun moze deſirable, 
ta Calm is beft welcome aftera tempeſt. 
And thus we ſe that god things then ap- 
p2ar of moſt wozth, when they are known 
intheir wants. And as when we woulz 
have ſome fires flame, p moze we (pzinkle 
water upon them. Even ſo when the Lozd 
will encreaſe our jop x thankfulneſs he al- 


'lapeth it with the tears ofaffliicion, miſery 


lwertneth jap, pea the (ozrows of this life 


- Hall like a dark veil give a luſtte tothe 
'glo2p of the next, wyen ths Lozd ſhall turn 


this water of our earthly aſfiition into 5 
wine of gladneſs, wherewith our ſculs (hal 


be (atiate foz ever. well then art thou bex- 
: ed,perfecuted,t aiflicted by ſome eruel and 
malitlous Saul. g is it grievous to the foz 


the p2eſent,whp thzt which hath been hard 
to ſuffer is ſweet to remember, at laſt our 
ſongs ſhall be tender then our tries. 

In the-Twelfch place: Our ſufferings 
make us teachable,q increaſsinus lpiri- 
tual wiſdome, Job 36. 15. Ne velidereth f 
pos; in time cf aſfi-ction , & openeth thsir 
ear in trouble, env £g6in, Jobz3-16. YE 

opength 
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jspeneth the ears of men even by their coz- | 
rections , we are beſt infiructed when we 
are moſt afflicted, Pauls outward blindneſs 
took away his inward biindnefſe, & made 
him ſ& moze into the wa? of ite then could 
al his learning at the f&t of Gamaliel, and 
what ſaith Neoman upon the cleanfing of 
his Lepzofte,now A know theres is no God 
in al the earth but in Iſrael: O happy Si- 
riany was at once cured ofhis Lep2ofte, & 
bis miſpzifion of God: the pzodigal ſon re- 
garded not his fathers admonition ſe long 
as he enjoped p2vipewty, When we (mart 


not we beliebe.not, and God is not feared 


till felt, but that which makes the Bodp 
\mart makes tbe ou! wiſe, eben to looſe 
is ſome ways p2cfitabile, it makes a Ban 
warp. Algerius the Martpr could ſap by 
experience he found moze light in the dun- 
geon then without in all th: wozld: The 
Scottiſh King Pzifoner in MortTmers holt 
learnt moze of Chzift then in his PaRace. 
Luther beten a vidine in outward pomp 
andadivine-under the Crofle , neither 
could he unvderftand ſome Pſalms till he 
was in aſfl:&>ion:The Chzifts troſſe is no 
letter, pet it taught him moze underftand- 
ing then all the letters in the row, þ erole 
"opens mens eyes as the taſting of Honey 

did 
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- did Jenathans, pes what will not aſfl{c{- 


ons teach us? when eden the Savager 
beats are made quiet and docible with a- 
bating their food and ref, 02 by adding of 
ftripes,eden as the clap with water, and 


the Iron with fire, are made plpable & apc 


to rece{be impzeſſion frem the wezkman, 
eben ſo when we are ſoaked in the floods 
of ſoxrow & ſsftned in the fire of affiiaton, 
we are apteſt te receive the imv2efſian of 
Gods law into eur hearts, when he {peaks 
tous by his Miniſters: Jfy Lo2d vzeaks 
us in pieces with the plow of his Juſtice, 


then let the ſerds men his Miniſters ſow þ 


ſed of his wozd, we (hall receive it though 
the furrowes of our ears into the Gzound 
ofour hearts, & grow up in wiſdome ( ſa- 
bing Knowlevge, we hear + read much of 
the coxruption of our natures odfouſneſſe, 
of our fins neceflity,of a Saviours (weet- 


; nefſe,of Gods love in Ch:ift, 4c. But ws 


never fukp spꝛepend theſe things. nez tat 


dow good 5 Toꝛd is, tin ſome Harp affiict- 


on comes: thus Gods cozrectons are ourin- 
fiructions,his laſbes our leſſons, his ſcourg- 


es dur ſcholmaſters, his chaſtlſements our 


adbertiſements, t comonily d (oul Waxeth 
as ſhe bedywalneth, z is wileſt to pzeſcribe 


, When g bong: e news are peakeRÞ50 err 


tete 
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ecute,neither do we hereby become wiſe 
foz our own ſonls good onely, but afflict- 
ens make us Wiſe, able to do others god 
alſo p arg in any ths like affiliation. Ble ſſed 
be God ſaith St. Paul who comfo2teth us 
tn all our affiitions, p we may be able to 
comko:tthem p arein anpatiſlicion, by þ 
cemkfozt wberemitbh we dur ſelves are 
com. oꝛted of Sed, 2 Cor. 1. 4. Pea y whole 
CHurch & every particular Member tber⸗ 
S: have their wiſdome e knowledge im⸗ 
pꝛoded eden by their greateſt Enemies. 
Sereſle makes men ſharpen their wits 5 
better to cenfute it, as woꝛmwod though 
it bs bitter ta p taſte, pet tt is god to clear 
the eyes, pea the verp Kozms of perſccutt⸗ 
on makes ns lock to our Tackling patt- 
ence, Eto our duchoꝛ dope, © to dur Helm 
faith, c to our Cord p wozd of God, t ts our 
Captain Chzift, whereas (ecuritp like a 
Colm makes us fozget both our danger «4 
deliderer, ſe that to bealtogether grempt 
from miſerp is a meſt miſerable thing. 

Laſtly, Dur treubles « aſflictions make 
ka2 g increaſe of our patignce, we rejoyce 
in tribulation ſaith S. Paul, knowing that 
tribulation wozketh patience, Rom. 5. 3. 
Mp Bzethzen ſaith St. James, cquatic 
exceying joy when pe fan into vivers | 

temptations, 
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(qmptations, knowing that þ trpal of peur 
ſaith wozketh patience, am. 1.2.3. Thug 
the malice ofour enemies doth both p2ove 
t (mp23ve our patience, ſt it cxemplifiey 
in Jeb t David, whole pjacniſs death moſt 
exceFentiy conürm this point, pou know 
Job was nst ſo miſerable in bis aſfi'ctions, 
xs happy in his patience, Job 31. 35, 36. 
And David after he had bin ſo nianp pears 
train'd up in þ ſchol ofaffl/cien, 4 cxerci(- 
ed with continual ſufferings , from innu- 
merable enemies ofall ſozts, became # 
wonder pfpatituce te all ſucteding Ages, 
8s take but notics of his carriage towarts 
Shime1.4 peu will fap ſo when this his im- 
pudent ſubject curſed 4 caft ones at tim, 
all his men of War cal d him Murtberet, 
wicked man, tc. He wes (6 far from te- 
venging it, when be might lo eaſiip,o2 ſuk- 
fering others.$ pou ths hear him make 5 
anargoment ek his patience, which was 5 
exerciſe of it bghold mp (on, ſaith he, which 
came fozih of mp bawels ſecketh mp like, 
bow much moze now map this Benjamite 
do it, ß wick : dnels of gn Abſalom may rob 
bis father of Comfort, but ſhall help to add 
ts his Fathers goodns T:, what & 16d ofin- 
jurits tan ſome Ch:ifttans pigeſt that babe 
been frequent in \ſuff-ring, ond long krer⸗ 
ciſed in tze School gi Jifl alon. Now 
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Now if it be f6 as you have heard, that affliction 
by a diviae and ſupream providenoe doth make ſo 
much for our ad vantage and benefit here and here- 
aſter, as namely that it opens our eyes, no leſs then 
peace and proſperity had formerly ſhut them, thar 
nothing doth ſo powerfully call home the Conſci- 
ence,and that we need no other memory for fin be- 
fides Miſery, if commonly we ate at Varience with 
God., Men were at peace with dur enemies, and chi 
it is both hard and happy, not to be the worſe wit}. 
Liberty. If God the alwife Phyſitian kgows this the 
ticteſt Medicine for out Souls ſickneſs, and that we 
cannot otherwiſe be cured, if Pride cauſerh God to 
let us fall by temptation, that we may ſee our own 
feailty and weaknefle, and grow more Humble. if 
Atfliction will above all things make us pray to God 
ick heat and fervency , if true and Saving Joy be 
onely the Daughter of ſorrow, if it weans us from 
rhe love ofcarthly thia gs, if it diſcovers unto us the 
truth of our Graces, and prevents greater evils of fan 
and puniſhment to come, if it makes us humble and 
conformable to Chriſt our Head, if ir iacreaſeth our 
ſairh,our joy and thankfulneſs, our ſpiritual wifdom 
and patience,if by ſmarting ia out Bodies States or 

ames, weare ſaved from ſmarting in our Souls: 
Then as Solomon adviſeth: Refuſe not the Chait- 
ning of the Lord, neither be grieved with his Gor- 
rection, Pro. 3. 11. Buc let us all willingly ſubmit to 
Gods afflicting hand , and ſuffer chearſully what is 
laid upon us. admiring at the infinite wiſdome,pow - 
er, and goodneſs of our gracious God, who turns all 
our Poyſons into Cordials, who doth change our 
terrours into pleaſures,and makes the greateſt Evils 
Beneficial unto us. Conſider what hath been ſais, 
and the Lord girc you underſtanding in all things 


Amen. 
FINIS. 
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